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WITH VR ATD O TiR PR
BE VIRGINIA was now Welog o

/ Atce Kirangor nud wore stap

ul " noany wbe had ever

. W In lwoagiuntion she was
able to look mh.::m down upon the
Fork ub It sh bad been curried into
auothef World—a world that was ot
once prineYal, yel peaceful, » world

dreathing trefs, siuging strvamy n i
sllent peake: a realm o which fuw
and order volgudl, malutained by one
dotermined young wan whose poywer
was derlved from tie president b
=il She felt wafe—entively mufofor
Just across the ronving monntaln tur-

rent the two inireptd gusrdisus of (e
Hfovest were encamped.  Oune of them,
it Ta trie, cnme of RBwed sl parents g
a3d the oillier wuk & untive of Eug
‘nd. bt ’.I'Il‘]' woere both Americhn In
Ahe high wenne of being loynl to the
Tederal will. and sbe trusted them
more unquestionlngly thou any otlier
men o all thal west apve only Red
fleld, She Lod no doubt there weore
others equally loyal, equally to Le
Lriated, bt she did oet know them.

Bhe tose to a complote nudertmnd:
ing of Cavaungh's love for “the high
eountry” and his enthusipam for the
cAlse, & caume which was able 1o
bring together the stulont from Yale
and the graduntes of Borgen nud of
Oxford and make thom cowrades (n

reserving the (recs and strénmk of
the wountaly siates sagainst the en
croachmeunls of some of thelr own eitl-
gens, who were openly, ahortsightodly
and cynically bent upon destruction.
wpoligtion and wisse.

Blie bad listened to the talk of the
forester abd the sopervisor, and she
bad lenrned from them that Cavanagh
wis sure of swifi sdvancement now
¥hat be had shown bis conrnge and
his skill, nnd the thought thut he
Mmight leave the state to take charge
of apother forest bLrought her sowe
uneasiness, for she snd Lize had plan:
ned to go to Bulpbur City. She bad
conselisd 1o 1his hechnse 1t still left
to bk (e possibitity of occaslonally
wering or hearing from Cavanagh, Bui
the thought that he might go away al-
together took some of (he muxic out of
the sound of the stroaw snd wade the
fuilurg vaguely sad,

For the mext two dags Cavanagh
slept but Witle, for his patient grov
steadily worse. As the fame of his
fever “monnted, Wethorford plended
or air.  The ranger thresw opeu the
donrs, ndmitiing freely (he cool, swest
Jmountaln wind. “He might as well

e of & draft as smother.” was his
thaught, und by the use of cold cloths

tried to sllny the itelpog and the
*‘I‘Ir
“With the coming of the third night
Wetherford was unconteions uwpd no-
verognlzalile to ‘any  one who had
¥nown him in the dayx of “the free
tange.” He was golug as the wild woest
wits goiog, discredited, nleorated, pol-
soned, Incapable of rebleth. vor carry-

fng =omething fne 1o his grave. He
Had ncted the part of n hireve man:
thar shall be sald of him. He hed

gone (o the resene of the poor Basgoe
instinctively, with the sni reckloss
disregard of consosquesces ta hitneelf
which marked his charncier whon ne
A eaw boks on the rangs he had sot
anide the most ditienlt tasks for hia
rope or gun. Hix regard for the
moger Into whosg care he was now
about to commit his wife apd dangh
ter peralsied In splte of his suffering
™ him was his bope, his stay,  Once
again, in o lueld momont, be reverted
10 ‘the promise which he had defiwn
from Cavansgh
“If 1 go yon must take core—of my
ri—tuke cuyve of Lise ton Promise
‘that, 1w you prondas®" he iosist.
“1 promixe. on Wgol.” fosk repet-
4, and, with @ faint presuaire of Hs
band w0 stendor and weak), Werhor.
ford sank nway into the drowse whiel)
despened hour by hour. broken mow
and then by convulsdons, which wiring
the' stern beart of the ranger i bk
nds treimbled for pity.
“Fhe dny was well ndvanced Wiy Hhe
sond of eaitling Pebbles on e bill
baek of bis cabin divw his adention
and o few moments rer o wey on g
wenry, horse rode up 1o s doot and
dropped benvily from the saddle. e
wiw a amnll durk  ndividual, with
spectacien, (Halaly of ihe ey
MRaware! Smallpox!” enllvd Hoes ax
hls visitor drew peny te door
The pewvomer walve! Wl hand con

tanptoowsly. v ad 1. Are yon
Cavanngh ™ -
Y gt
“My ndme s Hartler 1 represeil
the Denver Roundop  'm luter@ston
in this wheop berder LilIng —erely

wE n reporters” et addedl, with o fewel
Ing smile.  “IMd goun kuow ald man
Dunn of Dewr Cresk bnd commirted
sulefdnt”

Cavanagh stbrivd ond bl faee s
“No!" LY

“They P Bl Wit (et
peek wod dylng- this mornlog  An Jir
wan ganpipg Bl b Biredh e gl
Fhe ronger kpows" and wben hes
aslled, "Whar ppuger? lie salil. ‘Coavg
pugl " When ) Deadd that 1 ojumgasd |
horse aud beat ey )l over biere b
this mruet M be el you whe i
mhurderors wre?”

Cavaungh A1 "ua  whwer 81 by
He was e o nmu cnidghi on o swan
Iog bridge, aud his Gvd siinet v
to ¢ateh th wwling 1o got s biinace
WIRIE 0 minbte  Whal b 40 oall b
your'

AgAIn (e Wwetttar grin dihtvd T

mun's durk, npwholesome fiee
“Its a foe derective siunl, Wl b

WY
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mebhe o choost” | can’t walt: yon
ean't walt, I8 up o nx foo strike
now, If thefe men koew you hinve
thelr nnmes they'd hike fof Tesas or
the Mgl soe Come naw!  Brerybody
tolls mwe yon're one of these tdenlistic
highbrow rangers who eare more for

the futire of the west than  most
naturnl hors westerners.  Whnst's rour
plant IF you'll yoke up with me we'll

rin these devile nto the oarth and win
groat fams gnd yor'll be dolog the
wiole country n sopelee”

he rabger stodied the smnll Agure
hofare i with  penetrating geze
There was (olihorare fouriessmoss |n
the sirnnger's face and oves, and, nol.
withstahiling his calm, almost languid
moavemenr, restlvea onergy could
detected n bls volee,

“Wiat Is your plan?"
miked,

el onrselves  depitized by the
eotirt aud Juwp these men before they
reslize that there's auftbing dolng.
They vouut the whole conutry on thely

the ranger

alde, b they're mistaken  They've
pridone ihemwsolves this time, and »
tremendous reactlon s set o, Every

by Kuows rou've held an even hand
over these warring Plots amd Scots,
mied L court will be sad to deputize
son to bring thom 1o justlice.  The old
sheril i parnlyamd. Evercbodrs knows
that the assnssing are prowinent eat
tie ranelerys, aid yeot no obe dares
Y I's up o' ran fellows, whe
represent law aud onder, 1o et guiek”

Chvanagl followed bl with com
plete comprehonmion, spd a desire Lo
carry out the plan selped npon im

“1d Ao deir 1 could” be said,. bt i
happens - am nursing a ok ninn. ||
pm perbaps alrealdy expescd 1o tlie
snine disense. 1 enan't linve heve for o
wook or more, Tt would wet be High
for me to e:pmdml’-f-»- biid
fvDen't worry abont thar o Take ¢
liol bath, fumigate  your cloth «
phnve your head. 1IN ik you up, ann
Il get some ohe to inke your e
Cawhing s'~H of Swonson and Lize
on the brudge, he asked: “Whe nre
those people?  Can’t vy thke your
unrsing joh?™

“No” moswered Cavansmeh bBluntly
“Hano nee. f eaa’t Joip sou In this
pt legst aof now."

“But you'l glee e the nynes which
Dunn gave you?”

“No: Tean's do thait. 1 #hall 1ol the
suporvisor, amd he cnn act as e uges
fit. For the pressnt Vi locked ap
hore'

The other man ook
pelntment be . felt i 4y
fon't feel ke opening up
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|‘|v'|'fm Uiy well phit pe i
be done about thiy
proesd InsIiSts wpon (8 G0

g will evor
ey Hhe
Wi o ¥Y¥ou

thing

and e lne Peprecenting Cthe con
sclence of tiw vast et e winked
A oesa-Mawl fon B! anilioritys o

o ow Lt we e b Do Vi sy T
Hhedr b e Livttor tecimslder
P owpenbliog uow wa oo Hien aa well
A% & Pepoiier”

There Was nideh fanrh WY s
s, It Y gl relitesl 1 go fu
e It atter bl e g vou
sitltedd with Wi lad

“Nply el renieg Lerger, CThat

wetilid By rh s, ol be xour pn
them v

Blippent 1y, cone pely, oge told 1h
SN, st peok ol e maied ol

B survieal of ihe cowhoy west”
AL, B e Tn) rhie Bearr of a hepo
i Dohiih. oo 10 eoding s Dot Ble ss
him,"

G N T T T LT (LY S e LT A T
Intest iheors  oF winlor o el Hgh!
Whlee s Lirking e onl s uleees ™

s mesa abinibaness, T LA 8 ol s
o oawhy Pve opened the dovrs anl
Wit "

Al wioug  Avianfog
e wouldu't pi b ehe il Thewever
It doesn Pt tey ol aopawboy.  You'v
BV shaey Yol Theee'e o i
sitvailon beres wideh I play up )
Foqp e’y Ol

Covatrgh glled “Waonkd
Joetlon lwve daoy welghe 7

The ewparier luughel,  “Not ol

(0 Fibnen

ny »h

Yo gut vty back sume sor) of |
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game. YWell, 50 long 1 muxt bt e
trafl over the hill"

Cavanagh mnde elvil auswor nml re.
tursed 1o Wig potlent wore than half
convinced thar  Hartley o rlght
The “power of the press” night prove
to be a very renl fofee I (his parsoi

As  the Journallst  wax abont 1o
mount  bis hores e slscovoreil  Low
Virginie on the other akle of e
ek,  “Hello!™ sald e 1 woutder
whit  this  prerty  mnllen  geans”
And, dvopping his Dridie relp sgain
he walked down (o the bildge

Rweneon lateppowed  his ol Bgure
SWhat do you wamt ¥ he wedied Iune
Iy, “You don't swant to gt fon el
You've been talliing 1o the mager ™

Harttey stidied Hiny voolly “Are yon
u ranger oY

“No, only noynard

“Why sre yon legyving Chvanagh o
play It wlobe in thered”

Lee expinined. “He won't et any

of us come wenr im "
COYQuite  fight”  rmtorted Harile)
prompiiy.  “They wny swallpoy  hias
lost Ita toreors, bat when you're sigin
honrt' hined teall fromy o dovtor o o
hoapitud s sthll swhay Pd oenll o for
mildable enemy.  However, Csyvnnagh <
immune, 0 he says”

We don't know ther” bLee sald
wnd her hands came together I o«
spawm of fear.  “Are youn o docior?

“No; 'm only n newspuyper wnp, b
I've had o Iot of esperience with
plagues of all sorts—baod the yelfow
fever o Porto IHeo nod the 1yphoid in
Houth Africs; that's why 'm out here
rleochetting over the bills  But who
are you, muy I axk? You look ke the
rose of Bharon”

SNy nome 1s Lee Wetherford,”
anmwered, with ohildish direciness, for
there was semething compelling fn 1he
man's volee and exes. A thils s
my mother.' Bhe (ndicated Lize, whoe
was approanching

“You nre wpot out heve for
health,” Le stated, rather thouglioful
Iy, “How happeise it you're bhere?”

“1 was born here~In the Pork”

Hix fare remslped espressionless
“1 don't belleve It Can wnch madiiens
come out of Roarlog Fork? NIt " But
I don't menn that. What are yon
dolng up here In this wilderness ™

Lize took o pnrt ln the conversution
T"Anothop lnspector?™ she asked as she
mmbered up

“Fhat's me” he replisd-“Bheriock
Holwes, Viddog, wll relled nta one”

“My mother,” dgitln volunivenml Lee

Harviley's eves expressed lncvedolity,
but he did nor pur his feelings oo

sl

Your

words, for e perevived In Lize o 13 pe
with which Le was entléely fawliar -
one 1o be bandled with care Whot
are Fon (wo women dolug berer A
vou related 1o oue of these Fangerss
Lize resenred this “You've asking
good many questions, My Moo

*Phat's my  trudie,” was the ub

whasbod reply, “aod m owot so old bt |

that | enp rlse o g rolbabibie =itun
o Thereapon e droppad all ol
peot loterrogntbon and with wa wiv wof

candor told the story of lids anlesion |

Fhee, entieely sy ot biethe,
1o lunch, and he wis soob by podses
slon of thelr story, even 1o the (endiey
relntlonship Getween Lee Virghia wdd
the plogue besioged Turest vanger,

s by v

SWe're uot wo mdghtily  disinteres
of),” lLe said, referring o bis  pogwr
I 'he tonndup  represents thie pew

west o part, bul fe us the pew o

e opportuniey e ot water sjres
il plie up uuearned cecment, OO
10m, Wo re on the side of thy frudn end
Al grower, becnuse B puiss 1F 1y
bovss of my puper Inm---é-l o b in
the sheel busdiess, as Seudtaor Blaok
White la, wonrtid sl w differvnt
fune, or 1 were 4 congresman rep
reenthng o dierelor of eattlemen e he
very slow hetpling 1o Luald up
ang exatwt ther wold ke e phad

we

TR

for wy grass. Aw 0B s Vm o ecommiz
sioped e make I bhot Tor the el
wew thay Willed those dagoes, and '

goliiz 1o do B
wan ke Coyanngh for sheritf
Bave the pour deveres In pwe days
Luaws whoe e huetehers are, 1l
like his g Mot Wwe's puitod down
bt ovpidd thietets pee e of Bl s
g nwar, A few en e B
clvilize this eonprey ™

Theraupoe he ilres
of Ny p the Kl af wan
Rogs Covanngh woas, bt AETL
eamd of gt weore the few woards of the
eelel, b s ey thln e of Phe pndd Gl
pencll was a wagletin. capalis uf o
alting her oo oud of udsaocing Nght
nad clvilizntion by the mere wiotion of
s hawd  =he Wi and  grew
niare and b St AT
ANl Pees, et Y by
sl e iy, guestion
Then b vose. L must o golng,”
he il “Non've given we n
Incoly whlerimon ™

Fovie Wieghodn wis 10 toe dgnarant of

waol
I

e ditd

Foveint thares gt lg
winrepienl of

LT
o willing
e, olving
thing
g

T

the wasw ol reporters tie tesunt  hils
bete  pnkltg, ol ele oacgepied W
hand, Lebeving G o e o slueere

willpadeer of lier rangor
aeing to Ao} gbe ke

i pedbg ook oo Kutphinge to speea)
e veport of Covannch's gquarantine'”
At thet menitdng =itk 0 don'l
wanl any ol her pewspnger e imlged
A by e P Lenvsoies Nevd in
sl Tilie thive ond 1 lewpe 0F they do
cope up o'l e Jodielousiy sllen
Gy

“Wlhint ure you

UHAPMTER NNT,
WETHNRFL ARklS OY.
DN nlfier the vepedtor IeF Chy
attigh ealled 1o Swonson: “The
old et ledd plionghy

4 afvitior such  Weht  we ez

T

IF this country hnd 11.

su b=

nd 1 owish you wonld por
Vetherford and her dangh

do nothing  bere alsolutely
Plowen” sy that

s onsan repented s eammnpde
with Df _!i]. shpisis e conld glve
thern, Lt seiodive Llse por Des wenl)
copient om0 1 wonkd e b Ben
inh to leme® him slove o1 hils lonesame
ok pratenieg 1,0

- hhﬂll' atay Hil e dn fres” added
Lee  Apd with unensy  beart  she
crosted the Brivee nod walked on and
on loward the cobie il she was close
onoligh 1o dereet e linew of cnre on
her lover's haggEerd face

“Rropt™ e enlied  shiarply.  “Keep
pwny! WY don't sonotey me? Why
Unn't Yol ek 1o thie valjey 7

“Bocuuse 1wl von denve von nlone-
Vean'sl  Blosse 1ol me sty

“1 g of Yo go loask ™

The rone of the arream wide 1L noc
erunry o spoak toudl, sod he could
ot put inke his vojee the tendernons
o folt wt the moment, but bhis faoe
waa Knotted wih polo o be msked,
Tion't sou see you add to my, nueax)
fess iy pain

“We're st gnxious about you" she
wiwored, I wecmE g though we
shonld be dolng something ta hslp
o

e ypdertood nod was gratefiol for
the tenderpes which bronght her an
nest to WL Bt he was foreed 1o be
whern

wathing.

“Iiore b Bollilne von enn do —noth
g wore then 200 are dolug.  Tr holps
me o Enow theit you see beps, It

you oaiEt gt oteed the bidge, Plense
o bnok?™  There wau plonding ne well
pdcnmmanid I bie voleo, and with »
redallzntion of the possion hils  volee
conveyed ahe fetvaced hor steps, her
bentt  henting quiekly with the jos
which his wardg cotiyerod

At wnneet Wadfold remrom). bringing
with him melelne, ot uo nutes, “No
body will dombes up e Lo sald *)
reckon Hoss Is doomed o febt 10 ome
whone,  The solltnde, the g radl,
scates the beavedt of them nwng 1
tried and rHed—no wse. Elesnor would

hpve caome, of conrae—demamlel 1o
cote= koWl ot peermlt L
Bhe  commbesionsd me 10 bring you

ath doww 1o the runeh,”

Leo Virgloin thanked Lim, bug el
erated her wish to siny until ol pos
sible dunger o Cavoungh was osen

Redtield «fosgad ihe bridee uond lald
the medicines down outside 1he door

“The nurse fram Saiphur refused (o
come when she Cotnd that ber patiem
| was in a mountain eablo.  'm sorry,
old wn, 1 olid Al st | oconid™”

“Never mind  repled  Caranngh
“'m wtill free from asoy wuch of
fover. I'm thred. of coutse, but gosd
for mnother might of i, My main anx-
ety concerms Les Gel her 1o go
home with yon i vou ean”

“I'N do the best | ean” respondod
Redfield, “tut wenpwhile yom  must
not think of gefting out of (he fores
service. 1 have some cheerlng news

for soi.  The Jqrestdent hos gt o
gool man Inte e chiefs place,™
Cavapnagh's fave lzhied up " Thst'i

e

holp snioe, Bul who's
the mnn ™

Redfield poned him “Me was
stdent noder (e echilef, and the ohisf
says he's all vicht, which satl=fes e
Furthermore, he's o real forssater aml
¢ ot a polities! Iobilier or o corporation

he exelnbmed.

mitemey.”

I “hhat's gl orepeatml Cavaungh
w3, S sl smadly, T led s iy
Chdel onir Jast e s

| “Ahap the cohilef s oo our I
whete De o g2y for the 1den ta Lt

e pdvanmey thng when v wis a
: nhoenitoare ander oot ber e AN
| how, e pxh o al) o loe up for the
i, work aod wed toooalnd Bblan The sk
e snyw, I8 Dbizger than any  mown
Heve's that reviguntion of foars’” Lo
Wik, mabking Crvnmigh’s  erer froim
his povket "1 diidnr pmg bt oo lile
What gdnll 1 do with i
“Throw It 1o e snld Csvabagh
varily

Redfield toased I over the hitdhilng

ole, nnd Rowx tonk It op, Iooked st It

aht ifamlly.” roplicd 1he ranger suborly,
tor to potdtn to the viltey, ‘i‘bllj' ofn | the good of tho stoie”

“Poor chap, he's racrificed Ll f for

“Thut's trge
bad shape' -

Casanngh Looke off the converaation
suddenly. 1 mber g0 Dol ot e
e almest aall b K 1o Wietheryford
My pattent navde el e axelnbnmd

“How dned b o ¥

“He's sursly Jdiloyg T my g
ment he can't teer ihe plght, b
long ae Le's cohi o I8 ap 1o mig Y
be oh the sput”

Redlokd wailiod slowly tnel aeross
the river, thinking on the patlent conp
age of the ranger

It b’ the olivlonr kind of thing,
but IUe conrngs n'l e smine.” he waid
to himnelf,

Moanwhile Lirgs aud Vieginin, oy
alone beside the fre, bad drawn oloser
together, ?

The gir’s free, s sweel and =0 poen:
give, whronght strongly upon the oldes
woman's srmpathy, SEomething of her
owrn girihood edwe back 1o her. Be
ing frond from the town and sl (s as
snclations, vhe beene more conalder-
nte, tote thoughtful, 8bhe widhed to
woak, antl ret slie foupd It very bord
10 begin, At last she sl with &
tonich of mockery Iu her tone, “You
IIke Ross Cavoongh almost as well ae
I o my=self. don’t ron?™

The girl Bushed o litkls, bat her oyes
romn Ined stestedr. 0 wonld oo e e
It 1 did ner,” ahe replisd,

“Nelther wonld L. Well, now, | have
gt someihing to tell voo- somed hifog
I oot told vou lotgr e,
sumielhlig that Doss oughit to know, |
Tolendod ro el you ihat fest dag ron
enme boaek, Wi 1 oeouldn't  sotpnebow
get to lt, and | kept putting 11 off il
s=well, then | ogor food of yvou, and
every dny made it harder.” Here she
made her suprewe offort. CLWd, T'm
mn ol Wuff. P gor fonre wother at
i

1o stures] 2y 1
IV Lint do you menn ¥ she eaked

“1 meean vour real wother il when
£on was a tieys litthe haln
was  ronr faiher's

His famlly & left In

o lmve

her AN e niep

You e, |
aoontid  wife—in
fet, vou weren't A yenr old when we
marcled  Kd made me promise neves
to et you Konw. We were tn

bring

S ONOT YOUR MOTHI'R AT ALL"

v g s
ohildl
Pt

i (ho snme ns if you wes 8
Nolwwly knows
the day we

it Twih of os,
Tivaled I 1ol
pratted ap heve,”

The girls
[rhel By

revelation

sk

mind von swiftly over the
The truth of the

Instantiy, ex
strange  things
wht ber  Lifs
Phom Dot woesrgy
Their

enipersinent,
priain ‘But s
[FTR | Wi wus

Pows Lisroppined

renehied
Pl
e besd

hinr
ainines
Tymad
he pahegpoe of deepe AN
hrorseif aud 420 wan
e iWernm i
nil

lim

“hirh by
e pinited
Lo Palky,
A 11108

mald ot

Yot
Vwther,!
il hep """

“1 noter st her A
ging you, o litle,
He nlwars sald your

a Ane woiosn, but | never

Y g s CiIne
rio the couniry, heir
L RILLE

miather was

for o moment in glignee, then tore il
nte bite and thoow 3 ooy the 20l

“What are vour owvlers, Mro Super
vieor™ he peiod. with & find, quize
eal sulle aronad hig preas

"“There's nehing yimg ean do hut
ke vare of thic mun Rut ns= \.--m;|
A yon are able 1o fde agaln |ee gl |
sotpe specie? work for Yon I wan

nnl e ngp "'-I"l
Murihy s Fepioktied

von to Joig with vonng Bioghom
raneer on 1toet erpel
Triangie ontthe

e have thiroxe o <o Kl Fivest pegrle
thonsam! head wore then W e
ritlln far f owanl \ L) | wn LITEAN
thnt Thehy vaionlels Cconr st

|
i that 1 von Aty dheme in v the Lar of
|

Novembisr. and abivar (he mbldle of
Lo vony nee Cu tpliv chiarge of |
this forest In wy stend  Bloansy bias |
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